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Presents
PUFFS  

(TWO ACT FOR YOUNG WIZARDS)

NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY OR VIDEO RECORDING IS ALLOWED

“Puffs (Two Acts for Young Wizards)”is presented by arrangment with 
Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc.   

www.concordtheatricals.com
PUFFS, Or: Seven Increasingly Eventful Years At A Certain School of 

Magic and Magic, by Matt Cox
Originally produced Off Broadway by Tilted Windmills Theatricals 

(John Arthur Pinckard/David Carpenter)
PUFFS was developed in part during a residency with the University of 

Florida School of Theatre + Dance, Jerry Dickey, School Director
Originally produced Off-Off Broadway by Stepehn Stout and Colin 

Waitt

MVCCT is supported in part by grants from:

Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre
1900 Elkin Street, Suite 225, Alexandria, VA 22308

703-360-0686 www.mvcct.org admin@mvcct.org
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Welcome to Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre’s 
production of “Puffs.”

All of us truly missed you during our pandemic hiatus from 
in-person theater.  We are so excited to see everyone back 
here at Bryant Alternative High School.  

The cast of “Puffs” has been working hard to bring a great 
performance to you and has enjoyed every step of the way.  
The show is fast-paced, a little subversive, and laugh-out-
loud funny.  Many of the kids play several roles and they 
have embraced exploring the different characters.

We appreciate all of the support from you and the rest of our 
community over the past year and a half.  While we haven’t 
been able to perform as usual, we have been able to pull off 
a bunch of amazing classes, camps and shows in new for-
mats and locations. All along the way, the kids participating 
have been learning more about themselves and exploring 
their creativity.  As they say: “The show must go on!”

Thank you so much for joining us.  Enjoy the show!

Lexi Keogh
President, Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre

PRESIDENT’S NOTE
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The Mount Vernon Community Children’s Theatre was 
established as a not-for-profit arts organization in 1981. 
Our goal is to stimluate and enhance the cultural life of 
local youth by offering a creative outlet that helps them 
develop confidence, independence, and accountability 
through self-expression. In addition to producing three 
shows  annually, MVCCT offers summer and spring-break 
camps and after-school drama programs in a number of 
Northern Virginia elementary schools.

MVCCT Board of Directors
Lexi Keogh-President Brian Nienaber-Vice President
Chip Russell-Treasurer Nolan Welle-Secretary
Jennifer Collins  Laura Marshall
Gia Mariam Hasan  Darlene Ash
Jan McMorrow   Chesley Simpson   
    Bethany Weinstein

DEI Advisory Council 
Dylan Arrendondo
Yasmine Bolden

Frederick Ibe
Juan Pablo Echeverría

Georgette Saad
Kimberly Mott

Dallas Tolentino
Ryan Sellers
Aiden White

Mount Vernon Community 
Children’s Theatre @mvcctdrama
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Growing up in the age of Harry Potter, 
Twilight, and The Hunger Games meant 
I was always being taught the Hero’s 
Journey from the perspective of an ac-
tual hero. Someone important triumphs 
against incredible odds and saves hu-
manity from some giant evil. I love these 
stories but they always left me feeling a 
little sad. There is so much pressure on 

young people to achieve and stand out from the crowd 
that being ‘normal’ can start to feel like something to be 
ashamed of. If you’re not the hero of the story, you’re funny 
the sidekick. Or worse- you’re not in the story at all. You’re 
not an Olympian or even a varsity athlete- so why does 
your story matter? The beauty of Puffs is its celebration of 
those unnamed students who are simply kind, hardwork-
ing, and deeply average. We teach our children to cele-
brate activists like Greta Thunberg and Malala Yousafzai 
because we want them to emulate the best humanity can 
be when facing adversity. But perhaps we should also be 
teaching them about Hannah Abbott and Sally Perks who 
try their best when adversity is simply a mean teacher or 
thick glasses. As the Second Headmaster so perfectly puts 
it at the end of the play, “We’re all important...and we’re all 
unimportant. We’re all heroes. In some way. To someone.” 
I hope after watching this play you feel renewed pride in 
your own Puff-iness and celebrate all the normal achieve-
ments and joys of the Puffs in your life. And if you are a 
Puff (and let’s be honest, most of us are at least a little bit), 
go out into the world and keep failing- because the story 
you are telling is beautiful. It is unique. And it is important 
to someone. Whether you know it or not.

Renana Fox
Director, Puffs

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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MEET THE CAST

PERRIN ASH (Co-Narrator) is an 8th grader at Sandburg 
and is thrilled to be cast in her 4th MVCCT production. 
She’s had roles in Hammered, Willy Wonka, and Peter Pan. 
She’s a big fan of improv and musical theater. She thanks 
her mom and dad for their support. 

BLAKE BERRY (Headmaster 2 & others) is an 8th grader 
at Carl Sandburg Middle School. He is thrilled to be per-
forming in his 4th show with MVCCT. Thanks to Mom, Dad, 
Lena and Champ for the love and support. 

MAGGIE CAMPIONE (Mr. Voldy and Certain Potions 
Teacher & others) is an 8th grader at St. Mary’s and is 
thrilled to be in her 7th MVCCT production. If not on stage, 
Maggie can be found behind a good book or baking in the 
kitchen. She thanks her family for their constant support 
and love. 

CATHERINE CASSIDY (Harry & Hermeoone #2) is 
thrilled to be joining her first MVCCT production. Previous 
favorite shows include Charlotte’s Web (Fern) and The 
Little Mermaid, Jr. (Flounder). In addition to acting, Cather-
ine loves singing, Star Wars, and novelizing. Catherine is 
an 8th grader at Saint Thomas More school, and she hopes 
you all enjoy the show.

AYLA COLLINS (Cedric) is so very lucky to have this 
opportunity after being away from MVCCT theater for two 
years! She loves singing, acting, and dancing and is cur-
rently an 8th grader at Sandburg MS. She hopes you enjoy 
this show. THIRD OR NOTHING!

ALEXANDRA COOK (Clumsy Longbottom & others) This 
is Alex’s first show with MVCCT! She is now a senior at 
West Potomac and has done shows with Beyond the Page, 
as both an actor and part of the costume team, including 
She Kills Monsters, Heathers, and Monty Python’s Eduka-
tional Show.

JJ DUNN (Narrator) they/them JJ is thrilled to be back at 
MVCCT in another production with Director Renana Fox. 
JJ’s previous MVCCT shows include Sherlock Holmes (in 
the role of Sherlock), Making Amends, Murder Mystery 
Party, Oregon Trail, and Hammered. JJ is a freshman at 
Mt. Vernon High School and member of the D&D and GSA 
clubs. 



7

MEET THE CAST (continued)

KATIE DUNN (Xavia Jones & others) is thrilled to be back 
in a full-scale production and in another MVCCT show. She 
has previously appeared in Jesus Christ Superstar, Peter 
Pan, Matilda, Uniquely Spoken, and most recently as Thor 
in Hammered. Katie is in 8th grade at St. Louis School and 
studies voice at Opal Studios with Hannah Baslee. She is 
grateful to everyone at MVCCT for making Puffs possible. 
Thanks Mom and Dad!
MAX GERSTENBERG (Wayne) is thrilled to play Wayne 
in his 4th MVCCT performance. He is a 7th grader at 
Washington Irving Middle School where he is a member 
of the WIMS Theatre Society and the Harry Potter Club. A 
genuine Hufflepuff, he enjoys playing soccer on the week-
ends with the the Springfield Youth Club and cuddling his 
guinea pig, Linney. 

HANNAH HASAN (Oliver Rivers) is a freshman at West 
Potomac High School. She is thrilled to be part of the Puffs 
cast, and in her 11th MVCCT production. She thanks the 
director Renana, stage manager Adrianna, the MVCCT 
board, staff, the cast, and all the families and communities 
involved that have supported her throughout. Hannah loves 
you all! 

BROOKLYNN JONES (Susie Bones/Bippy & others) is an 
eighth grader at Hayfield Middle School. She has partici-
pated with MVCCT over the past year in “Hammered” and 
“Uniquely Spoken.” Brooklynn is excited to be a part of the 
cast in her first full production with MVCCT.

CHARLOTTE JURTA (Megan Jones) is a Junior at West 
Potomac High School returning to the MVCCT stage where 
she first made her acting debut in 2016. Charlotte is a 
prolific Slytherin (sorry to the true Puffs out there) and lover 
of all things wand waving and spell casting. After years of 
performing with several theatre companies in the area, she 
wants to thank MVCCT for welcoming her back with open 
arms as well as her castmates for being the most-puffiest 
people she’s ever met. Third or nothing! 

HANA KEENAN (Goyle & others) is excited to be in her 
sixth MVCCT show. Her last performance was cut off due to 
the pandemic, which makes this show so special. Thanks to 
the amazing cast and crew, as well as her mom, dad, and 
sister. The plants hope you enjoy the show! 

ROWAN KEOGH (Real Mr. Moody & others) is a 7th 
grader at Carl Sandburg Middle School. Aside from 
performing, their interests include reading, drawing, and 
disrupting the space-time continuum with their dog, Har-
old. This is their ninth show with MVCCT. 
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MEET THE CAST (continued)

ALISON NIENABER (Hannah/Professor McG) is an 8th 
grader at St. Louis School. She has appeared in the MVCCT 
productions of Oregon Trail and Squirrel Girl. Alison is also 
a Girl Scout and an accomplished CYO athlete. She thanks 
her family and friends for their support.

ISAAC NIENABER (J. Finch & others) is an 8th grader 
at St. Louis School. He has appeared in several MVCCT 
productions, including Charlotte’s Web, Shrek, and Matilda 
as well as ACCT’s Frozen Jr. Isaac is also a member of the 
St. Louis Choir. He thanks his family and friends for their 
support.

AVA SAUNDERS (Leanne) is an 8th grader at CSMS, 
and is thrilled to make her return to the theater! This is her 
second show with MVCCT as well as 8 other show credits. 
Some of her favorite roles include Mazie (Seussical), Mau-
reen (Honk), and now Leanne in PUFFS! When she’s not 
doing theater, you’ll find her either cuddled up with a book, 
playing piano, or singing for the National Children’s Choir. 
Ava would love to thank her Mom, Dad, Brother, and dog 
Benji, as well as the cast and crew for their love and support.

ALESSANDRA TATTON (Sally Perks, Frenchy Delacour) 
is delighted to make her MVCCT debut! Alessandra is a 10th 
grader from DC. She’s going on her 12th year acting with 
training at Adventure Theatre, Imagination Stage, Keegan 
Theatre and NYU/SOCAPA. Alessandra extends an  
enormous thank you to her parents and Ms. Monique  
Flowers! 

SAMMIE WEINSTEIN (First Headmaster & others ) is a 7th 
grader at Browne Academy who is thrilled to be a part of her 
fourth MVCCT play. Previously, she was in Shrek, Matilda, 
and Squirrel Girl. She is excited for this production and would 
like to thank her friends, family, and dogs. 

HENRY WELLE (Ernie Mac & others ) is a 7th grader at St. 
Louis and is so excited to perform in MVCCT’s production 
of Puffs! He has performed in other MVCCT productions of 
Shrek, Peter Pan, Matilda, and (almost) Wonka! He’s excited 
to come back to the theatre after an unplanned sabbatical 
where he “bonded” with his family, trained puppies, watched 
a lot of Netflix, and stayed connected with his friends. He’d 
like to thank his puppies for keeping him sane and laughing.
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DIRECTION, PRODUCTION, DESIGN

RENANA FOX (director) Renana is a director and drama teacher who 
has been working in the DMV for the last decade. Focusing on ensem-
ble and movement-based work, Renana uses her often physical ap-
proach to explore the multiple avenues into every text she directs. She 
has worked with a wide range of companies, from the radio dramas of 
Lean & Hungry Theater to the female-focused work of Nu Sass Pro-
ductions. She has also spent extensive time teaching drama, health, 
and wellness to young people across the DMV and several workshops 
in Puerto Rico. This is her fifth production with MVCCT and she is a 
proud Ravenclaw!

ADRIANNA DeLORENZO  (stage manager) is a recent Musical The-
atre graduate from the Institute of the Arts Barcelona, she received her 
Honors Bachelor of the Arts degree in June. She has been performing 
since she was very young, and in fact did her first musicals at MVCCT. 
Her credits include Mrs. Wilkinson in Billy Elliot, Wendla in Spring 
Awakening, Pauline Flemming in Heathers, and Gus the Theatre Cat in 
Cats. She is extremely honored and excited to have the opportunity to 
be working on the other side of MVCCT. Adrianna would like to thank 
all of the producers and Renana for giving her this opportunity, and the 
cast for being so amazing to work with and being patient as she found 
her way in the show. Break a leg, all!

Producers: Brian Ash, Brian Nienaber, Nolan Welle

Costumes and Props: Pam Peckar and Laura Marshall

Special thanks to Judy Conti and Dave Dunn for set build and or-
ganization prowess, Miles Keogh for creative set design and one-hand-
ed execution, Danette Berry for mad painting skills, and Jen Collins for 
best painting wardrobe ever. And to all the parents who contribute their 
time, energy, transportation, food, patience, and support to their actors! 
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THE CAST (in alphabetical order)

Narrator 2     Perrin Ash

Uncle Dave/DJ/Anthony Goldstein/2nd Headmaster Blake Berry

Sorter Hat/Potions Teacher/Mr. Voldy/Scorpy Maggie Campione

Harry/Hermeoone #2    Catherine Cassidy

Cedric      Ayla Collins

Clumsy Longbottom/Death Buddy/
Unimportant Person Carrying Baby Wayne/
Hermeoone #3/Runes Teach Giant Spider/Viktor/
Mr. Bagman/Zach Smith    Alexandra Cook

Narrator 1     JJ Dunn

Xavia Jones/Bathroom Fixtures/ 
Part 1 of the Snake/Seamus   Katie Dunn

Wayne Hopkins     Max Gerstenberg

Oliver River     Hannah Hasan

Rowena/Death Buddy/Susie Bones/Bippy  Brooklynn Jones

Megan Jones     Charlotte Jurta

Goyle/Rita Scooter/Helga/A Fat Friar/ 
Professor Sproutty    Hana Keenan

Real Mr. Moody/Ric Gryff/ Professor Turban/ 
Blondo Malfoy/Professor Locky/Mr. Nick/

  Part 2 of Large Snake/Colin/Myrtle  Rowan Keogh

Hannah/Professor McG    Allison Nienaber

Professor Lanny/A Very Tall Man/J. Finch Fletchley Isaac Nienaber

Leanne      Ava Saunders

Frency/Sally Perks    Alessandra Tatton
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THE CAST (continued)

1st Headmaster/Hermeoone #1/Ginny/ 
Death Buddy #1/Ghost History Teacher  Sammie Weinstein

Ernie Mac/Ms. Babble/Sports V.O./ 
Bathroom Fixtures/Sal/ 
Death Buddy     Henry Welle 

SCENE LIST

Prologue
Welcome to the Puffs
Studies
The Feast
Back in the common room
A trio is born
Wayne and Cedric
Sports
The end of the year
Year two
Dueling club and Harry wants      
to kill everyone
More terror in the common room
The Heir of Snakes
End of the year again
Letters
Year Three
Electives
A great hall slumber party
Field trips
Letters, again
Goblets. Fires.
Not forgivable curses
Days before the first task
The first task
Dates for the Ball
A bathroom
The yule tide ball
Second task
Wayne and Cedric again
The third task

INTERMISSION

Letters again
Welcome back
Hopkins, Harry and emotions
The rest of year five
The dark lord
Snogging 101
Later in the hallway
Perks of love
Mummy
The end of year six where  
  nothing major happens
Funeral and instant messaging
The end begins
The great hall again
The battle
A very white room
19 years, blah blah. An epilogue.
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Hana:

Expelliarmus! The magic is 
real!

Congratulations on another 
excellent show! 

Love, Dad, Mom, Lucinda, 
Oma & Margie Henry! 

We are all ready to watch 
your show!

Break a leg!

Love, Gus William and  
Bear Walter Welle

THIRD OR NOTHING! THIRD OR NOTHING! 

Ayla - we are SO excited to 
see you and the rest of the cast 

back on a stage!

Break a leg chickadee!
-BFML & Dad

Love, Grandma and Grandpa 
(Dorothy and Joe Conti)

We are so proud of  
JJ and Katie Dunn, the best 

grandkids in the world!  We're 
so happy you are able to be 

back in the stage again. 
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Rowan,

You make our house the best house. 

Love, Dad, Mom, Riley and Harold

From Ancient Egypt to A Certain School of Magic,  
we have loved watching you “Lumos” up the stage!

Love, Dad, Mom, Danny and Rachel 
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Congratulations, Alison!  
We are so proud of you.   

Love, Mom and Dad

Alessandra, 
you were born 
to entertain!  
Break a leg.  

Love,  
your family
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Congratulations, Isaac!   
We are so proud of you.   

Love, Mom and Dad 

Congratulations to JJ and Katie Dunn and Congratulations to JJ and Katie Dunn and 
everyone involved in Puffs!  We're so  everyone involved in Puffs!  We're so  

happy to see everyone back on stage and happy to see everyone back on stage and 
are so very proud of you.  are so very proud of you.  

Love, Mommo and Daddo  Love, Mommo and Daddo  
(Judy Conti and Dave Dunn)(Judy Conti and Dave Dunn)
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Ava, keep reaching for Ava, keep reaching for 
the stars! the stars! 

We are so proud of We are so proud of 
you!  you!  

Love,  Love,  
Mom Mom & Pop PopMom Mom & Pop Pop

Ava, we are so happy 
to see you back on the 
stage doing what you 

love! 

Have so much fun as 
"Leanne" with all of 
your fellow Puffs! 

Love always, 
Mom, Dad & Noah

Sammie,

All the world’s your stage!  
We are super proud of you.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Atticus & Quinn

Perrin - We always knew you’d 
end up here some day. 

Love, mommy and daddy
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Congratulations Blake, 
we are so proud of you 
and wish we could be 

there! 

Grandma & Grandpa 
Rapp 

(and the rest of your 
massive West Coast  

family)

Blake, keep being 
you because you 
shine so bright!  
We love you so 

much! 
Love, Mom, Dad, 
Lena & Champ
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Catherine,

You are MAGIC!

Love, Mom, Dad, 
Uncle Mike, Aunt 

Rose and Siena

Maggie,
Be Good or Be Good at it! We 
love you and we could not be 

any prouder of you. 

Break a Leg! 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Joseph, James  

  and Catie Liz 

Break a leg, Hannah! We 
love cheering you on. 
Love from Mum, Dad, 

and Adam (and Pax too)
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Good luck to our  
favorite Puff, 
Brooklynn!                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                
We are so proud of you.  

Love, Mom, Dad,  
Gregory & Candy.
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Mount Vernon Community 
Children’s Theatre @mvcctdrama

www.mvcct.org


